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Skip	to	contentDisclosure:	We	are	a	professional	review	site	that	receives	compensation	from	the	companies	whose	products	we	review.	Intro:	F	-	C	-	Bb	-	A	-	Dm	Dm	F	C	Alas	my	love	you	do	me	wrong	Bb	A	To	cast	me	off	discourteously;	Dm	F	C	And	I	have	loved	you	oh	so	long	Bb	A	Dm	Delighting	in	your	company.	F	C	Greensleeves	was	my	delight,
Bb	A	Greensleeves	my	heart	of	gold	F	C	Greensleeves	was	my	heart	of	joy	Bb	A	Dm	And	who	but	my	lady	Greensleeves.	F	-	C	-	Bb	-	A	-	Dm	Dm	F	C	I	have	been	ready	at	your	hand	Bb	A	To	grant	whatever	thou	would'st	crave;	Dm	F	C	I	have	waged	both	life	and	land	Bb	A	Dm	Your	love	and	goodwill	for	to	have.	F	C	Greensleeves	was	my	delight,	Bb	A
Greensleeves	my	heart	of	gold	F	C	Greensleeves	was	my	heart	of	joy	Bb	A	Dm	And	who	but	my	lady	Greensleeves.	F	-	C	-	Bb	-	A	-	Dm	F	C	Thy	petticoat	of	sendle	white	Bb	A	With	gold	embroidered	gorgeously;	Dm	F	C	Thy	petticoat	of	silk	and	white	Bb	A	Dm	And	these	I	bought	gladly.	F	C	Greensleeves	was	my	delight,	Bb	A	Greensleeves	my	heart	of
gold	F	C	Greensleeves	was	my	heart	of	joy	Bb	A	Dm	And	who	but	my	lady	Greensleeves.	Ending:	F	-	C	-	Bb	-	A	-	DmWant	to	get	better	at	playing	this?	Over	1.79	million	people	across	the	world	went	from	average	to	impressive	fast	when	they	took	this	online	class	(and	it's	free	for	2	weeks)Great	job!	Let	others	know	you're	learning	REAL	music	by
sharing	on	social	media!Enjoying	Greensleeves	by	Loreena	McKennitt?	Bookmark	the	page	to	make	it	easier	for	you	to	find	again!Press	Ctrl+D	to	bookmark	this	pageWe	hope	you	enjoyed	learning	how	to	play	Greensleeves	by	Loreena	McKennitt.	Don't	stop	now!	There's	loads	more	tabs	by	Loreena	McKennitt	for	you	to	learn	at	Guvna	Guitars!report
this	ad	Here	are	two	versions	of	Greensleeves.	The	first	is	a	simple	classical	style	arrangement	consisting	of	melody	and	bass	with	some	additional	harmony	notes.	The	second	is	a	more	elaborate	folk	fingerstyle	version	that	should	be	played	with	an	improvised	feel.	Both	versions	can	be	downloaded	as	a	PDF	file	for	easier	offline	use.	Version	1
Greensleeves	-	Playing	Tips	for	LearnersThe	first	version	of	Greensleeves	is	a	straightforward	bass	and	melody,	classical-style	arrangement.	It's	easy	to	play	as	it	stays	within	the	first	three	frets	at	all	times.	Most	of	the	notes	are	reachable	simply	by	holding	the	nut	position	chord	shapes	marked	above	the	notation	staff.	The	advantage	of	being	able	to
hold	familiar	chord	shapes	while	playing	the	song	is	that	you	can	improvise,	too,	to	give	it	more	of	a	folk	fingerstyle	feel.	You	can	improvise	by	filling	in	with	eighth	notes	between	the	melody	notes	using	chord	tones	of	the	current	chord.	You	can	also	bring	in	non-chord	tones	as	passing	notes.The	chord	tones	of	each	chord	are:A	minor	-	A	C	EC	major	-
C	E	GG	major	-	G	B	DE	minor	-	E	G	BE	major	-	E	G#	BF	major	-	F	A	CThe	MelodyEmphasise	the	melody	so	that	it	sounds	clear	of	the	bass.	You	can	do	that	quite	effectively	if	you	use	rest	stroke.	Rest	stroke,	in	case	you	don't	know,	is	a	classical	guitar	technique	where	you	pluck	the	strings	in	such	a	way	that	your	finger	then	comes	to	rest	on	the	string
above.	It's	a	more	forceful	stroke	that	is	useful	for	emphasising	the	melody	and,	if	you're	playing	on	nylon	strings,	it	also	brings	out	a	noticeably	fuller	tone.	The	bass	notes	are	shown	in	the	notation	with	downward	pointing	stems.	All	are	played	with	your	(picking-hand)	thumb.Time	SignatureThe	time	signature	in	this	particular	arrangement	is	3/4,	so
if	you	want	to	improvise	with	fill-in	8th	notes,	the	count	will	be	1	&	2	&	3	&	for	every	bar	or	measure.	You	don't	have	to	fill	every	beat	with	8th	notes,	though.	Use	your	discretion.	It's	also	possible	to	feel	every	two	bars	as	a	single	bar	of	6/8,	which	has	more	of	a	two-beat	lilt	if	you	up	the	tempo	a	little.	Remember	to	spread	or	roll	some	chords	for	more
of	a	lute-like	'olde	worlde'	effect.Key	and	ModeTo	all	intents	and	purposes,	Greensleeves	is	in	a	minor	key.	It's	actually	a	Dorian	mode	melody	that	through	the	ages	has	acquired	a	more	modern	minor	key	treatment.	Dorian	mode	songs	are	those	composed	with	the	notes	of	the	Dorian	mode,	one	of	several	medieval	'scales'	that	were	used	before	our
current	major-minor	key	system	became	the	standard	way	of	composing	for	the	next	four-hundred	years.	The	original	Dorian	mode	consisted	of	the	notes	D	E	F	G	A	B	C	-	with	D	as	the	principal	note,	called	the	'final'	and	similar	to	the	tonic	or	key-note	of	the	major	minor	system.	The	original	Dorian	mode	(D	Dorian)	is	very	similar	to	the	key	of	D	minor
except	that	the	6th	note	of	the	Dorian	mode	is	B,	not	Bb,	which	is	the	6th	note	of	D	minor.This	arrangement	is	a	transposition	to	A	Dorian.	The	notes	of	A	Dorian	are	A	B	C	D	E	F#	G.	As	you	can	see,	there's	no	G#,	but	there	are	a	few	in	the	song.	That's	the	result	of	chromatically	raising	G,	the	7th	note,	to	G#	so	that	it	will	act	as	a	leading	note	that
moves	strongly	up	to	the	key	note,	or	converts	the	naturally	occurring	E	minor	chord	(E	G	B)	to	the	stronger,	E	major	(E	G#	B).	The	use	of	E	moving	to	A	minor	in	the	harmony	is	stronger	than	E	minor	progressing	to	Am,	so	composers	began	adopting	it	until	it	became	standard	practice.	This	practice	is	where	the	'harmonic	minor'	scale	comes	from,
and	chromatic	changes	like	this	are	what	led	to	the	modes	evolving	into	our	modern	major	and	minor	keys.	The	use	of	F	major	as	a	chord	in	A	Dorian	is	another	example	of	minorisation.	Greensleeves	-	Improvised	Fingerstyle	VersionHere's	the	second	version	of	Greensleeves	included	in	the	score	above.	The	main	difference	is	in	the	extra	fill	in	notes,
grace	notes	and	tied	notes.	The	tied	notes	cause	a	slight	lilting	effect	that	gives	the	melody	more	of	a	vocal	quality.	Download	both	versions	of	Greensleeves	as	a	PDF	file	for	offline	viewing	and	printing.	greensleeves1.pdfFile	Size:	524	kbFile	Type:	pdfDownload	File	{"appState":{"pageLoadApiCallsStatus":true},"articleState":{"article":{"headers":
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